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The violin
Anika’s grandfather kept his violin in a case under his bed. The case was black and 
scratched, and the clasps squeaked when you opened them.

“I played this on the ship that brought me to Australia,” Dadu told her. “Every 
night, for six weeks. It was the only thing that stopped me feeling homesick.”

When Anika was nine, he put the case in her arms. “It is yours now,” he said. “My 
fingers are too stiff to play, but yours are not.”

Anika was delighted — until she tried to play it. The bow screeched across the 
strings like a cat whose tail had been stepped on. Her dog, Pepper, got up and left 
the room.

For weeks, every note came out wrong. Her fingers ached. Twice she put the violin 
back in its case and announced that she was giving up. Both times, the next 
afternoon, she opened the squeaky clasps again.

Slowly, the screeches turned into notes, and the notes turned into tunes. By winter 
she could play the song Dadu used to hum while he cooked, a gentle, rocking tune 
from the village where he grew up. Her teacher helped her write it down, because 
nobody had ever written it down before.

On Dadu’s eightieth birthday, the family squeezed into his small lounge room. 
Anika lifted the violin to her chin. Her hands were shaking. She took a deep breath 
and began to play.

Halfway through, she looked up. Dadu’s eyes were closed and there were tears 
on his cheeks. Anika almost stopped, but her mother gave a tiny nod, so she kept 
going.

When the last note faded, Dadu opened his eyes. “For sixty years that song lived 
only in my head,” he said quietly. “Now it lives in yours.”
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Antarctica
Antarctica is the continent at the very 
bottom of the world. It is the coldest, 
windiest and driest continent on Earth. 
Almost all of it is covered by a sheet 
of ice that is, in places, more than four 
kilometres thick.

A frozen desert
Although Antarctica is covered in ice, 
very little new snow falls there each 
year. Because it gets so little rain 
or snow, scientists call it a desert. 
In winter, the temperature can drop 
below minus 80 degrees Celsius.

Who lives there?
No people live in Antarctica 
permanently. About a thousand 
scientists and support staff stay 
through the winter, and several 
thousand more arrive in summer. They 
study the ice, the weather and the 
animals.

The animals that live there are suited 
to the cold. Emperor penguins huddle 
together in groups of thousands to 
keep warm. Seals have a thick layer of 
fat, called blubber, under their skin.

Protecting Antarctica
In 1959, twelve countries signed an 
agreement called the Antarctic Treaty. 
They agreed that Antarctica would 
be used only for peaceful purposes 
and for science. Today more than fifty 
countries have signed it, and mining is 
not allowed.

Antarctica at a glance
• Size: almost twice as big as Australia
• Lowest temperature recorded: 

minus 89 degrees Celsius
• Its ice holds about 70 per cent of the 

world’s fresh water
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Should homework be banned?
Two readers wrote to the Hillview Gazette.

Yes — let kids be kids
After six hours at school, children need time to play, rest and be with their families. 
Many nights my son spends an hour on homework sheets that he could finish in 
ten minutes if they were not so boring. By the time he is done, it is dark, and he 
has missed his chance to kick a ball in the park.

Some people say homework teaches children to work on their own. But children 
can learn that at school, with a teacher there to help. Let’s ban homework and 
give childhood back to our kids.

Maria Costa, parent

No — practice makes progress
I am in Year 5 and I think homework is useful. When I practice my times tables at 
home, I remember them better in class the next day. Homework also shows my 
parents what I am learning, so they can help me.

I agree that homework should not be boring or take too long. Twenty minutes a 
night is plenty. But banning it completely would be like a soccer team that only 
trains on game day.

Tom Nguyen, age 10

PrepNest Reading Magazine · Grade 5 · Paper 1 4



PrepNest

Make a floating compass
Long before phones and GPS, travellers used compasses to find their way. You can 
make a simple compass with things from around the house.

You will need
• a sewing needle
• a small magnet (a fridge magnet will do)
• a slice of cork, or a small piece of foam
• a shallow bowl of water

What to do
1 Hold the needle by its eye. Stroke the magnet along the needle from the eye 

to the point about 30 times. Always stroke in the same direction, and lift the 
magnet away at the end of each stroke.

2 Carefully push the needle through the cork, or lay it on top of the foam.
3 Float the cork in the middle of the bowl of water, away from any metal.
4 Watch as the needle slowly turns and settles. One end now points north.

How does it work?
• Stroking the needle with a magnet turns the needle into a weak magnet.
• The Earth acts like a giant magnet, so a magnet that is free to turn lines up north 

to south.
• Metal objects can pull the needle the wrong way, so keep them away from your 

compass.
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When the rain came
All summer long the paddocks cracked
like crusts of burnt-brown bread;
the creek became a dusty track,
the gum leaves hung like lead.

Each evening Dad would watch the west,
his hat pulled low and still;
the clouds rolled in, then rolled away
and left the empty hill.

Then late one night the thunder rolled,
the tin roof drummed and rang;
we ran outside into the cold
and splashed and laughed and sang.

By morning, green was creeping back
where only dust had been,
and Dad was smiling by the creek —
the first in months I’d seen.
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Meet a volcano scientist
Dr Lena Park studies volcanoes. Year 5 reporter Kai Thompson asked her about her 
job.

What does a volcano scientist do?
We try to work out when a volcano might erupt, so that people living nearby can 
get to safety in time. We measure tiny earthquakes, changes in the shape of the 
ground and the gases coming out of the volcano.

Have you ever been close to an eruption?
Yes, in Hawaii. I stood about a hundred metres from a river of lava. The heat on 
my face felt like opening an oven door. It was the most amazing thing I have ever 
seen, but we never go closer than it is safe to be.

Can scientists tell exactly when a volcano will erupt?
Not exactly, not yet. It is a bit like a weather forecast. We can say that an eruption 
is likely soon, but not the exact day or hour. That is why we watch our volcanoes 
all day, every day.

What advice would you give a kid who wants to do your job?
Be curious and ask lots of questions. Work hard at maths and science, and get 
outside! Rocks are everywhere, and every one of them has a story.
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www.askdrpaws.com.au

Ask Dr Paws
Every week, vet Dr Sam Ahmed answers readers’ questions about their pets.

My dog ate a chocolate biscuit. Should I be worried?
Chocolate contains a chemical that is poisonous to dogs, and dark chocolate is the 
most dangerous kind. One biscuit may not harm a big dog, but it could make a 
small dog very sick. Call your vet straight away and tell them what your dog ate, 
how much it ate and how big your dog is.

How often should I wash my cat?
Almost never! Cats keep themselves clean with their rough tongues. Only wash 
a cat if it has rolled in something sticky or smelly, and use a shampoo made for 
cats.

Why does my rabbit chew everything?
A rabbit’s teeth never stop growing. Chewing wears them down, so give your 
rabbit plenty of hay and safe wooden toys, and keep electrical cords out of reach.
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